
October 2012 Master Load and Update 
 
 
 

The October 2012 Master Load is the newest version of the AristoCAT software.  
It was designed for the Windows 8 operating system.   
 
The following is a list of changes incorporated in this update.  The changes are 
listed in reverse chronological order, so that the most recent changes are listed 
first. 
 
November 23, 2014 
Several issues have been addressed.  While most users will not encounter one 
of these issues, it is advised to install this update. 
 
 
July 7, 2014 
This update contains the following enhancements: 
1. Print – two new dot commands have been added to allow you to print your 

logo on the header and/or footer.  The dot commands are: 

 .lf – logo on footer.  The format for this dot command is: 

.lf logoname.bmp,offset,height,width 
Where logoname.bmp is the name of your logo file name.  This file 
must be in your user folder with all of your other AristoCAT files. 
Offset is how far from the left margin you want to logo to print.  
Offset is measured in characters. 
Height is how high or tall you want the logo to print.  The height is 
measured in half lines (ie: single-spaced lines). 
Width is how wide you want the logo to print.  Width is measured in 
characters. 

 .lh – logo on header.  The format for this dot command is: 

.lh logoname.bmp,offset,height,width 
 
The logo will print to a printer and when you make a PDF file.  They will 
not appear in an ASCII file. 

2.  Commands (symbols) can be added to the headers and footers to allow you 

to easily align the headers and/or footers.   

 Headers – headers, by default, are aligned on the left margin over the 

line number.  These commands can be added to a header dot 

command or in your information file.  Note:  Since headers, in most 

formats, change in every transcript, it is seldom that you would put any 

header information in your information file.  The header symbols are: 



If you want your header on the left margin over the line number 
then the dot command would be: 
.h1 My Header Text   - there is only one space after the dot 
command.  If you want the header on the left margin but indented 
to the right a few spaces then put two or more spaces after the 
header dot command: 
.h1        My Header Text 

 
If you want the header centered on the transcript page then use the 
center symbol (~): 
.h1 ~My Header Text  - the ~ will center the header text between 
the line numbers on the left and the right margin.  If you print a box 
or lines, the header may appear off center.  To center the header 
over the box or lines, add one or more spaces after the ~ symbol: 
.h1 ~      My Header Text 

 
If you want the header printed to the far right, then use the > 
symbol: 
.h1 >My Header Text 

 

 Footers – footers, by default, are automatically centered between the 

line number on the left and the right margin.  These symbols can be 

added to a footer dot command or in your information file.  The footer 

symbols are: 

There is no symbol for centering the footer, since they are 
automatically centered.  The footer is centered between the line 
number on the left and the right margin.  If you print a box or lines 
then the footer may appear off center of the box or lines.  To correct 
this, add spaces before the footer text: 

 
 
or 
.f1  AROUND THE WORLD COURT REPORTING  (555) 555-1212 
 
Since the footers are automatically centered, there is a symbol (<) 
to left justify the footer: 
.f1 <My Footer Text  -  this will cause the footer to print at the left 
margin under the line number. 
 
And as with the header, the same symbol (>) is used to right-justify 
the footer: 
.f1 >My Footer Text 

3. You can now insert special and foreign characters on header and footer dot 

command lines in Edit.  To insert a special or foreign character in Edit, click 



on the View menu, then click on Special Characters and then choose the 

character you want: 

 
 
4. Notice in the above picture of Special Characters, there is, to the right of the 

special character, an Alt command.  You can use the Alt key plus the four 

digit number to insert the special character in the header or footer lines in 

your information file.  To insert a character in your information file, hold down 

the Alt key and press the four digit number on your numeric keypad (NOT the 

numbers just below the function keys) and then release the Alt key.  In the 

example below we held down the Alt key and pressed 0232. 

 
Another example: 

 
Here we used the code Alt+0149 to put bullets around the town. 
 

 
March 17, 2014 
This update description covers all updates from May 2013 through March 17, 
2014. 

 View Notes – When printing your notes or making a PDF file of your notes, 
you now have more options such as numbering the pages, the number of 
columns, etc.  When you go to print your notes or make a PDF file, click on 
the Help button to get a detailed description. 

 AristoCAT Main Menu – if you are a scopist or reporter who sets up different 
user folders, it is now easier to change the reporter folder with the newer 
Windows operating systems.  In addition, it will remember previous reporter 
folders (use drop down menu) you have created.  Changing the reporter 
folder is found under the Setup menu. 

  



 
 
May 1, 2013 

 Real-time program – the real-time program can now send output to viewers 
via WiFi.  Note that the viewer needs software that can receive testimony 
from the reporter via WiFi.  It is possible to use some browsers on computers, 
cell phones, Android devices to receive the testimony from reporters.  WiFi is 
built into virtually all computers, smart phones, iPads and Android devices.  
The only other hardware required to send out your real-time output to viewers 
is a portable WiFi router.   

 The October 2012 Master Load now works with Windows XP, Vista, Windows 
7 and Windows 8, 32 and 64-bit. 

 Edit program – the Automatic Indexing and ASCII program have now been 
integrated into the Edit program.   
a. To run the automatic index program in Edit, click on the AIndex icon on 

the toolbar or click on the Tools menu, then click on Generate Index 
menu.  The options are the same as the stand-alone automatic indexing 
program except in the Edit version you must indicate the name of your 
exhibit/index boilerplate include file.   

b. To make an ASCII while in the Edit program, click on the File menu, then 
click on the ‘Export to’ menu, then click on ASCII menu or you can click on 
the ASCII icon on the toolbar. 

c. To convert an ASCII file to a .wrk file, create a new empty .wrk file, then 
click the File menu, click the ‘Import from’ menu, then click either the 
‘ASCII – Page Image’ or the ‘ASCII – Amicus’ menu.  You can also import 
and ASCII file into an existing .wrk file or a new include file. 

 
 
November 21, 2012 

 File Management program – when you choose the Kindle as removable 
media, the File Management program will automatically choose the 
“documents” folder on the Kindle.  If you copy a .TXT (ASCII) or .PDF file to 
the “documents” folder on the Kindle, you will be able to read, make 
bookmarks and notes of that file. 

 

 
 

 Real-Time program – You can now elect to have the real-program show steno 
briefs.  If you choose this option, then when you write an outline that is three 
or more strokes, the real-time program will search your personal dictionary 
and any job dictionaries for that job to see if you have already defined a one 
stroke outline for that word.  In addition you have the option of searching third 



party job dictionaries, such as Mark Kislingbury’s dictionary, for briefs.  To 
view the briefs: 
1. When you have the real-time program open, click on the View menu, then 

click View Briefs/Fast Defines (or you can press the F7 function key. 
2. Now click the Preferences icon on the toolbar.  Then click the Briefs 

button.  Now check the box “Show Briefs”. 

 
 

3. At this point you can also add job dictionaries to be searched for briefs.  
Note that the job dictionaries you add here are not used in the translation, 
they are just searched for briefs. 

4. Click the Help button for more detailed information. 
5. We have a job dictionary (CommonBriefs) containing briefs that you can 

download from our web site.  If you download this job dictionary, you will 
need to save it in your user folder along with all of your other files.  Here is 
a link to CommonBriefs.job:  
http://www.aristocat.com/support/CommonBriefs.job  

6.  
 

 Various Programs - You can now insert foreign characters (señor, über) and 
other special characters such as trademark symbols (™), copyright symbols 
(©), etc. in your dictionary or in Edit.  When you are making a define in Edit or 
editing a dictionary entry, you will see a menu at the top of that dialog box 
starting with “Format     View      Special Characters”. 

http://www.aristocat.com/support/CommonBriefs.job


 
 
The Format menu allows you to insert bold, italic, underline and other symbols in 
the translation.  The View menu allows you to get the definition of the word in the 
translation or look it up on the Internet (same as a right-click on a word in Edit).  
The Special Characters menu allows you to insert foreign characters and 
symbols in the translation. 
 
 
October 26, 2012 

This is the first version of the October 2012 software.  This first version is the 
same as the latest version of the January 2011 Master Load and Update with 
the addition of changes that allow it to work with the Windows 8 operating 
system.   
 

 
Note:  After you install this master load and click the Finish button, the 
installation will then install a PDF printer driver (Amyuni Document Converter).  A 
window will open and you will see the process of copying files and at the end of 
the installation of the PDF driver, you should see a message indicating the printer 
was successfully installed.  When you call in for the install code, we can guide 
you through this process. 
 
 
Important Note:  You will need an install code to install a master load.  You do 
not need an install code to install an update.  Please call AristoCAT at 1-800-
727-4786 when you are ready to install to get the install code. 
 

 
 


